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our voice in the lesbian community 


eo ot oe ee ee em eed oe, 7 Tee eS Se oe ee re 


4 
AN EVENING WITH Su EDE! y 
POP/JAZZ VOCALIST 


& INSTRUMENTALIST . 

Suede has performed in Edmonton # 

with The Flirtations (EVM Mardi. a 3, 

Gras Cabaret Feb. 1997, 1996 Folk 4 — 
Festival). Catch her intriguing blend yf 

of popular, jazz and blues Friday, May 9 ! q 
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i at the Provincial Museum. + a 
PERFORMANCE 8 P.M.; DOORS 7 P.M.LICENSED EVENT i 
Advance tickets $15 available at: Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte Ave., 432-7633 a 
Alternative Video Spot, 10050 Whyte Ave., 439-2233 : q 
Jamzherrys Too! Cafe, 10116 124 Street, 488-1553 i 
oe eect et eee oe 


WE WELCOME SUBMISSIONS Contributors ~ 


We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. this issue: 
Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie reviews, political and 
social commentary, short fiction, poetry and artwork are all | Maureen Iewi, Julie C. 
welcomed. Contributors may either write to Wortonspace News (Box Loy ee nee Ph ace 
128, Main P.O., Edmonton AB 5] 3K4), attend a newsletter Teresa O’Riotdon Tina 
meeting, or leave a message at 482-1794. Topics for coming months: Taylor, Patti, §.R ; 
May- Medical Profession; June- Dating; July- Queer Words; 
August- Butch and Femme; September- Artificial Insemination. 


Deanna Miyauchi, 


Honeypot and Laurie. 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose is to inform and entertain our members and af other intetested lesbians. The opittions expressed in any 
issue of Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The 
events, organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. 

Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. 
Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to 
refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Wdmonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, AB 
T5J 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at dny time. Womonspace 
News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Wotnonspace does not necessarily 
endorse ptoducts or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, 
please leave a message on the Lesbian Life Line: 482-1794. The editor is Lindy Pratch. 
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THERE'S NO EEFE EEKE FF 


Three-year mission 
by Deanna Miyauchi 

Exercising every lesbian’s prerogative to 
boldly pursue non-traditional adventure, I joined 
the Canadian Forces. This drive to seek out new 
life and new civilization seduced me away from 
family, friends, university studies and, best of all, 
guaranteed that I would dodge my omnipresent 
ex. Since I was already an experienced 
reservist, military life wasn’t new to me. But 
immersing myself full-time in the lifestyle and 
going back behind the closet door was. 
(Forces policy in 1987 still provided the 
Special Investigations Unit with the 
mandate to root out lesbians and gay men 
from the ranks.) 

If I had not been so concerned about 
what the fates held for me at recruit school, 
I would’ve noticed a series of disturbing 
omens. First, I left Edmonton wearing a 
skitt—a once-in-a-decade occurance. Second, 
I was delivered to Namao and seen off to 
basic training on a service flight by the 
aforementioned (and suspiciously enthusiastic) 
ex. Third, the Great Edmonton Tomado struck 
the very next day. I overlooked these things 
because I’d conditioned myself to accept that 
stress and disaster were going to be normal for 
the next 10 weeks. 

Master corporals were everywhere yelling 
commands from the second our feet touched the 
tarmac at CFB Shearwater, N.S. There were 
about 130 recruits, 30 of them women. I do not 
recommend spending 10 weeks of your life 
living, eating and sleeping with 30 females who 
are sleep-deprived and extremely cranky. Almost 
every day, too, somebody else would fall victim 
to PMS and, before morning inspection, threaten 


to kill anyone who got near their can of lemon 
Endust. There were disputes over how to do the 
laundry, who would distribute the underwear, 
when to take showers, and where to place 
tampons in the locker layout. 

I had failed junior high home economics on 
pure fledgling baby-dyke principle; now, here I 
was sweeping, mopping, starching and ironing, 
spit-shining boots, hand-sewing my name on to 
every piece of clothing and making a perfect bed 


every morning. I accepted that this was an 
rg inescapable lesson on my life path, and 


remain convinced that my home-ec teacher, 
Stuffy Steffy, would’ve made a great 
recruit instructor, except that her cateye 
glasses with the sterling silver holders 
would’ve contravened military dress 
regulations. 

One significant thing sustained me 
throughout my recruit course. I had a crush 
on a red-headed female master corporal 
whom I would furtively admire from the 
middle of the rank and file. She would pace im 
front of us, her left hand holding a pacing 
stick against her body with authority and a 
divine splash of arrogance. Orders were issued 
from beautiful lips in a voice low and clear, in a 
cadence bespeaking her experience and self- 
confidence. I admired her athletic (and truly 
sexy) build, the perfectly formed beret she wore, 
the sharp starched creases in her shirt sleeves 
and pants, right down to the shine on the toes of 
her combat boots. 

My master corporal goddess was a medic by 
trade, and when our platoon was broken down 
into smaller groups for first-aid training, I was 
thrilled to have been assigned to her class. Weeks 
of having no sleep had by this time taken its toll, 
and it was tough to stay awake. Only the 
combination of a valiant will and irrepressible 
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lust kept my eyelids open. I was occasionally 
rewarded with moments of intimate eye contact, 
and the resulting feeling of rapture renewed my 
desire to stay conscious for the rest of the 
session. In the end, however, fatigue made me 
week and delirious, and I cheated on my 
beloved master corporal: I had an erotic 
encounter with Resuscitation Annie during the 
final exam. 

Whenever my feet burned from the blisters 
caused by a day of marching, or my lungs were 
exploding from the sadistic circuit training 
administered by the phys-ed staff, I’'d think of 
my master corporal and everything hurt a little 
less. If I was having a particularly bad day, I 
would close my eyes and imagine the ultimate 
wedding scene: me and my beloved in front of a 
huge gothic cathedral, with an honour guard on 
the steps, platoon throwing confetti and the 
Minister of Defence and the Chief of Defence 
Staff wiping tears of joy from each other’s faces. 
Eventually I had to gently wean myself from 
this fantasy because we were going to graduate 
and move on. 

I cried as we left the base the morning after 
graduation ceremonies. The mast overlooking 
the square seemed to salute farewell and good 
luck while the fresh breezes off the waters of 
the Annapolis Basin nudged us down the 
highway. We had lived a whole lifetime together 
in just 10 weeks... and now it was likely many of 
us would never see each other again. It was 
painful. We were dispersed to training bases 
across the country to become field engineers, 
communications researchers and electronics 
technicians. Our last official exercise was a 
massive, tearful hug-a-thon, and then it was 
over... except for the memory of a ravishing, 
red-headed master corporal whose inspiration 
can still keep my eyes open and my heart warm. 


BASIC TRAINING: 
How | learned to love women 
and hate myself 


by Maureen Irnin 

Seeing that uniform in the store window of 
Tip Top Tailers, I began to imagine a new life. I 
visualised myself dressed just like the model. 
Gawd, I would look great! If I enlisted in the 
Royal Canadian Air Force, I would get away 
from dull old London, Ontario and travel to 
exciting new places. No more sharing a dingy 
apartment with three women whose whole life 
revolved around meeting the right man; I would 
live in a barracks with a hundred other women. 
No more boring job at the insurance company; I 
would be a radar operator just like the recruiting 
poster said. : 

My vision became a reality when I Ss fics in 
the RCAF in January 1953. 

“You what!” my mother said, then moderated 
that with, “I’m not surprised really, you always 
did want to wear a tie.” My father, of course, 
took a different approach: “During the war I 
knew lots of women in the army; they were all 
tramps.” With those words of encouragement 
ringing in my ears, I left for basic training in St. 
Jean, Quebec. 

As new recruits we spent all our waking 
hours together for the next six weeks. We 
marched in formation everywhere we went, to 
the mess to eat, then back again to the drill hall 
and finally, at the end of the day, to the barracks. 
Our evenings were spent doing laundry, ironing 
shirts, pressing uniforms, learning to shine shoes 
and tie our ties. Having mastered this last feat 
years before, I was much in demand for that 
final 7 am knot. Life certainly was different! I 
loved it. 
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We spent our days drilling and attending I was able to keep up this facade for a year 
lectures. Most were about military history. Forty- until I fell in love with another airwoman. Our 


four years later, the only lecture I remember liaison lasted until she asked me to get out of 
distinctly was about sexuality; well actually it was _ the air force and live with her in Montreal. 
about homosexuality and the disaster your life Could I live in a society where I would have no 
would be if you associated with THOSE support from my family, my church or any 
PEOPLE. You can imagine how great I felt! | community organization that 1 knew about? 
already knew I was ONE OF THOSE When my decision in 1956 was no, I could not, 
PEOPLE. Three years before, I had gone to the she broke off our relationship and eventually 
library in Ingersoll and found myself under married. I went on to have a number of 
“deviance.” It didn’t matter that I had never girlfriends over the next three years and 

even kissed a woman. What did matter was how _ eventually married an airman. But, it was not 

I felt and how the Air Force viewed that. until after I was divorced 23 years later that I 
According to our instructor, there was no such was able to begin to free myself of feelings of 
thing as “The Healthy Homosexual.” That internalized homophobia. Finally I was able to 


would come many years later. We did learn that normalize my life and live openly as a lesbian. 
if someone reported that you showed certain 
tendencies or had acted in an unacceptable way, 
you could be sent to a mental hospital, where 
you would stay until you were dishonourably 
discharged. 

After a month, when we were allowed to go 
to the mess, and later to Montreal and Hull, we 
perfected the fine art of beer drinking and 
partying with airmen. I had refined the latter so oe wa th y 
skilfully that when I left St. Jean an airman went DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL 
ee ee ee The "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy in the 


a his. ape oti ata U.S. military was supposedly established to avoid 
y graduation time, we had leamed aflotmore | vich hunts and blackmail. Instead, the 


than how and who to salute. We had learned Servicemembers Legal Defence Network reports 
many new terms like fruit and queer. We that the military has discharged 850 gays and 
understood that prejudice was OK when lesbians last year, the highest rate since 1987. 
directed against lesbians. Women who had never | Particularly disturbing is the finding that while 
thought anything about their friendships with women constitute only 13 % of the armed 
other women began to examine their own forces, they account for 29 % of the gay 


feelings. There was a lot of talk about deviance. discharges. The organization said women often 
were accused of being lesbian after they reported 


I understood that if I was to have a career in the ; 

military I would have to leam to keep secrets oth “ie ty cuiiaeyisteite cae ree 8 
t- t/Tribune News Service 

and deny any sexual feelings I might have for a February 28, 1997) 

women. 
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LESBIAN LEGAL ISSUES 
Human Rights: 


The Delwin Vriend Case 
by Juke C. Lloyd 

Human rights for lesbians in the province 
of Alberta. A bit of an oxymoronic concept, 
you say? Well, good news might be on the 
horizon as the Supreme Court of Canada will 
hear the Vriend case soon and the decision of 
that court may have some significant and 
happy implications for lesbians 
and gays in this province. 

Delwin Vriend was dismissed 
from his job at an Edmonton 
college becuse he is gay. He 
attempted to file a complaint 
with the Alberta Human Rights 
Commission. The commission 
refused to accept Vriend’s 
complaint on the basis that sexual orientation 
was not expressly included as a prohibited 
ground of discrimination in Alberta’s 
Individual Rights Protection Act IRPA). 

Vriend then applied to the Court of 
Queen’s Bench for an Order compelling the 
Human Rights Commission to act on his 
complaint. He was granted such order by 
Madame Justice Russell, who held that the 
IRPA was contrary to the equality provisions 
of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms in that it did not include sexual 
orientation as a prohibited ground of 
discrimination. Russell ruled that sexual 
ofientation was accordingly to be read in to 
the IRPA. In short, even though the IRPA 
does not expressly prohibit discrimination on 


the grounds of sexual orientation, Justice 
Russell held that it prohibits such 
discrimination anyway. Yippee. 

The Alberta Court of Appeal (in a nutshell) 
said that the legislature’s exclusion of sexual 
orientation did not offend the equality 
provisions of the Charter because although 
homosexuals are not included, neither are 
heterosexuals, so it could not be said that the 
IRPA discriminates on the basis of sexual 
orientation. Both homosexuals and 

heterosexuals have equal access to 
the IRPA. They can both, for 
example, file a complaint if they 
are evicted from an apartment 
because they are Jewish. Sheesh! 
The Court of Appeal has said that 
the province can choose to ignore ~ 
such pesky little things as human 
rights for lesbians and gays pretty 
much whenever they like, particularly if they 
have gone to all the trouble to pass a law. 

Counsel for Vriend have now appealed the 
matter to the Supreme Court of Canada. 

If Vriend is successful in this appeal, 
lesbians and gay men will finally be able to file 
a complaint with the Human Rights 
Commission if they lose a job or an apartment 
because they are gay. 

Further, although we do not know exactly 
what the Supreme Court will say, it is 
reasonable to suspect that it might say that 
provincial legislation cannot discriminate 
against gays and lesbians any more than it can 
discriminate against women or aboriginal 
persons, and to the extent that legislation does 
discriminate it is contrary to the charter, is 
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invalid and must be fixed. 

I don’t know about you, but the 
prospect of the Supreme Court of Canada 
saying something like that makes me jump 
up and down. (This is one of the reasons 
that many people choose not to socialize 
with lawyers). The Court’s ruling will 
probably be confined to human rights 
legislation, but the decision may be a tool 
that can be used by our community to 
revisit other pieces of legislation 
discriminatory to gays and lesbians. 

The Child Welfare Act, as an example, 
allows heterosexual couples to adopt their 
partner’s children, but does not allow us to 
adopt our partner’s children. The Insestate 
Succession Act allows heterosexual spouses to 
receive their partner’s estate if they die 
without a will but it does not allow a 
person to receive the estate of their same- 
sex partner if that partner dies without a 
will. The Domestic Relations Act allows 
heterosexual couples to apply for spousal 
support (alimony) if they have suffered a 
negative economic consequence as a result 
of the role taken in a relationship (e.g. by 
staying home to look after the house and 
kids) but does not make the same 
allowance for same-sex couples. 

Do these Acts unfairly discriminate 
against lesbians and gay men? Seems like it 
to me. The Supreme Court of Canada’s 
decision in Vriend may prove to be a 
powerful tool that lesbians and gay men 
can use to challenge some of Alberta’s 
outdated and heterocentric legislation. 
Hopefully I won’t be the only one jumping 
up and down. 


QUOTES: 


JOHNNIE PHELPS: Yessir. If the General 
pleases | will be happy to do this 
investigation... But, sir, it would be unfair of 
me not to tell you, my name is going to 
head the list... You should also be aware 
that you’re goint to have to replace all the 
file clerks, the section heads, most of the 
commanders, and the motor pool... | think 
you should also take into consideration that 
there have been no illegal pregnancies, no 
cases of venereal disease, and the 
General himself has been the one to award 
good conduct 

commendations and service commen- 
dations to these members of the WAC 
detachment. 


GEN. EISENHOWER: Forget the order. 
Johnnie Phelps, World War II WAC sargeant, in Odd 
Girls and Twilight Lovers, Lillian Faderman, 1991 


lf a woman marine is a little too friendly, 
she’s a slut. If she doesn’t smile at all, 
she’s a dyke. | personally believe that a 
woman marine in the normal course of a 
day confronts more stress and more 
bullshit than a male marine would in 20 


years. 
Capt. Guy Richardson, 
The Progressive, March 1989 


Canada lifted the ban on gays serving 
in the military in October 1992 after 
Michelle Douglas, a lesbian lieutenant, 
sued the military for discrimination. She 
won her case and the armed forces 
quietly altered their regulations. There 
has been little public outcry, but service 
personnel say social stigma still makes it 
hard to be out. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Grouns and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm, for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films every 
Wednesday & speakers on Thursdays. Peer 
counselling course will start April 2"°. Meeting 
space available for groups. 488-3234. Peer 
support is also available through email; 
gicce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


OUTreach social & political student 
group at the University of Alberta campus: 
988-4166. 

Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays from 5:30-6 pM. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 p. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, 
FM 88.5, Wednesdays from 5:00-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays from 7-8 pm. 

Lambda Christian Community 
Evangelical Church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 
Ave (Garneau United Church). Phone 474- 
0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
Weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside entrance) 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. Social time follows the 
service. Rev. Charles Bidwell; 429-2321. 

SOLO Social club for women gets together 
every week for a wide variety of social events. 
Linda at 447-4776. 


Gay & Lesbian Youth Group: 
Phone 486-9661, voice box 10. 

PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, 
or Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded message except 
7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer for confidential 
and anonymous support for gays and lesbians 
and their parents, families, and friends. 

Out & Out (O’) 

Outdoor and recreation group for gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Arctic frontrunners, 
line dancing, camping, cross-country skiing, 
badminton, volleyball, and other activities. Call 
988-3132 for the full scoop. 

Northern Titans Gay & Lesbian Bowling - 
10-pin bowling at Pins & Cues (SW comer of 
Westmount Mall) every Saturday, 5 pm. New 
members welcome. Three games $10. 


Night Spots: 

The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 

Buddy’s - Pub upstairs above Boystown, 
10116-124 St. 

Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room - 
Lesbian & gay dart league Thursdays. Dances 
for ladies only on the first Saturday of the 
month. Every Friday night is for women only. 
The first Friday of the month will feature country 
music. 2™ floor, 10306-112 St. 429-7234. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:482 ~1794 
O? Hotline:988-3132 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


FRIDAY, APRIL 4 

Jennifer Berezan 

City Media Club. 8 pm. Also featuring Nina 
Gerber and Cori Brewster. 

Tickets $11 at Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte 
Ave. $13 at the door. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 6 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree Deli, 10345-82 Ave., at noon. 
Deadline for May submissions on the topic 
‘Lesbians and the Medical Profession.’ 


FRIDAY, APRIL 11 & SATURDAY, APRIL 
12 

Mozart’s Requiem 

Alberta Ballet with Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra and Edmonton Vocal Minority at 
Jubilee Auditorium, 8 pm 


MONDAY, APRIL 7 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

7 pm at GLCCE, 10612-124 St.. All members are 
welcome to attend. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 19 

Womonspace Dance 

Check out our new location at Hazeldean Hall, 
9630-66 Ave. $5 members, $8 non-members. 
Volunteers get reduced price or free admission; 
call 482-1794. 8 pm-1 am (Happy hour 8-9 pm) 


SUNDAY, MAY 4 

Womonspace News Meeting 
Jazzbetrys Too, at noon. Deadline for June 
submissions on the topic ‘Dating.’ New 
volunteers are always welcome. 


FRIDAY, MAY 9 

An evening with Suede 

The Flirtations vocalist brings her sultry solo 
jazz/pop/blues stylings to the Provincial 
Museum. 8 pu. $15. 


SHOWYOUR © 
PRIDE! 


Pride Week is fast 
approaching and plans 
for this year’s celebration 
are well under way. The 
week will start with the Womonspace/GLCCE 
dance on Saturday, June 21" and concluding 
with the Edmonton Vocal Minority ‘Decades of 
Pride’ concert on June 28". There will also be a 
patade/rally and a picnic, although dates and 
venues are still in the negotiation stages. 
Nomination forms for the Michael 
Phair/Maureen Irwin awards will soon be 
available to recognize those in our community 
who have made contributions to furthering 
equal rights and gay visibility. If you wish to 
facilitate an activity or have any great ideas for 
Pride Week celebrations, please contact either 
co-chair Roz at Womonspace, 482-1794 or 
Fred at GLCCE, 488-3234. 


WE'RE SORRY... 


The Womonspace answering 
machine has been giving us problems. 


If you haven’t received a reply after 
leaving us a message, please call again. 
We will purchase a new machine in the 
near future. 
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ADDRESSING OUR NEEDS 
Gays and lesbians left out of 


Social Services redesign 
by Teresa O'Riordan 

In January 1998, Alberta Family and Social 
Services will no longer exist. In its place will 
be Regional Authorities, local Community 
Services centres and local Community Services 
Centre Advisory Boards. 

The redesign of services to children, youth 
and families for the greater Edmonton atea is 
under way. Invitations have been extended to 
community members, agencies and 
organizations to participate in focus groups, 
consultation meetings and working groups. As 
a result of this process, the steering committee 
for Region 10 has developed a non- 
exclusionary definition of “family” that 
recognizes and values diversity. However, the 
gay and lesbian community and their needs 
remain invisible. 

Even with the opportunity of public 
forums, there have been no voices identifying 
the gay and lesbian population as a group of 
individuals and families. Consequently, on 
March 8", a presentation was made to bring to 
the committee’s attention the absence of gay 
and lesbian concems in the preliminary service 
plan. To the committee’s credit, co-chair Doris 
Badir “shamefacedly” (her expression, not 
mune) accepted responsibility for the oversight 
and gave assurances that this omission would 
be rectified immediately. 

A second objective was to clearly articulate 
a zero-tolerance for discrimination of any kind, 
including discrimination based on grounds of 
sexual orientation. This human rights policy 
needs to include not only prospective clients 


of child, youth and family services but also 
service providers and caregivers. 

Our participation is critical. The redesign of 
services is a key opportunity to make a difference 
for Edmonton’s gay and lesbian youth and 
families. What is needed? First, please consider 
receiving, reading and providing written feedback 
to the information prepared by the steering 
committee for Region 10. Second, please become 
involved in the working group for your area. Call 
the Office of the Commissioner at 422-3355. For 
more information call Teresa at 939-4227. 


LESBIANS ONLINE 


April Mae will return next 
month with her regular column. 
Meanwhile, catch up on your 
reading—here are three intemet book sites of 
interest to lesbians: } 
http://www.cybergrrl.com/ review/ ° 

Women’s Books Online—A Cooperative 
Book Review; many lesbian titles are reviewed. 
http:/ /deeptht.armory.com/~web/gaybooks 
-heml 

Gay themes in children’s books. 
http:/ /www.indiana.edu/~arenal/lesbo.html 

Famous lesbian writers in Latin America. 


QUOTES: 


Since 1943, approximately 100,000 gay 
men and lesbians have been discharged 
from the U.S. military. An estimated 35 
percent of women in the military during the 
early 1980s were lesbians. 

Of the 16 members of NATO, only the 
United States and Great Britain ban 
lesbians and gay men from military service. 

Gay and Lesbian Stats, edited by Bennett L. 
Singer & David Deschamps, 1994 
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BETWEEN THE COVERS 
At the Edmonton Public Library 


Scuttlebutt by Jana Williams (1990) 

A novel about a lonely young lesbian coming 
to terms with her sexuality while suffering the 
rigors of U.S. navy bootcamp. 


Conduct Unbecoming: Gays & 
Lesbians in the U.S. Military (1993) 

Part biography, part history; this is an 
extraordinary look at the lives of people who 
have suffered under the homophobic policies of 
the U.S. military, documented by investigative 


journalist Randy Shilts. 
TOUeN FOOTBALL. =~ 
LAmazons seek players, coach 
by Tina Taylor 

Well, it’s nearly that time of year again. Yes, 
I’m talking about L’Amazon touch football. 
We're having a team meeting at the Roost (our 
sponsor) on Wednesday, April 9” at 8 pm 

We're an all-dyke, all-fun team. This year we 
would like to improve our skills, so we’re 
seeking a coach who knows a bit about the 
game. You don’t need to know anything about 
the game to play on our team, however — some 
of our present players still don’t — just be fun- 
loving, want to meet some women and get some 
exercise. Fees will be $20 for returning players 
and $35 for newcomers (to help pay for your 
team shirt). The season runs from late April to 
mid-September. 

Come see us! Go, L’Amazons, go! 


OUR HEALTH 


Acupuncture 
by Patti 

Acupuncture comes from the Chinese 
medical system which aims to diagnose 
illness and promote health by stimulating 
the body’s self-healing powers. 
Acupuncture involves the insertion of fine 
needles into specific points on the body. 
Behind this apparently simple technique lies 
a rich and complex theoretical system 
rooted in Confucian and Taoist philosophy 
developed and refined for more than 2,000 
years. 

Central to the theory behind 
acupuncture is the concept of the body as a 
self-healing, self-rectifying dynamic whole. 
In the human body there is an energy, 
known as Qi, which is dispersed through 12 
main channels (meridians) all following 
fixed pathways to connect the different 
levels from the internal organs to the skin. 

Illness occurs primarily when there is 
excess, deficiency or obstruction of the 
energy within the organs or pathways. The 
aim of acupuncture is to regulate and 
correct imbalances of Qi and so to assist 
the body’s own recuperative powers. 

Acupuncture has been shown to have an 
affect on biochemical, neurological and 
hormonal systems. 


Next month: Complementary 
Therapies in Health Care. 
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JAZZBERRYS T00! 


Casual cafe feels like home 
By S.R. 

Dallas looks relaxed and is chatting casually 
about her new venture, Jazzberrys Too Cafe, 
when she suddenly redirects her attention to 
the kitchen. ‘“‘Apple cranberry 1s the lattice 
one!” she tells her staff, apparently in some 
concurrent, parallel conversations of which I 
have been unaware. Cleatly her thoughts don’t 
stray far from the kitchen. Of course, she’s 
talking about pies and stays with the subject of 
food when she returns her focus. “Everything 
we have is made from scratch,” she explains. 
“We don’t buy cheesecake from the factory. 
It’s all very much grandma’s kind of cooking.” 

Then as Dallas dashes off to the kitchen 
(“Shift change,” she explains apologetically), 
givng me a chance to take in the decor, it 
becomes clear that Jazzberrys not only offers 
grandma’s cooking but also grandma’s kick- 
off-your-shoes-and-relax ambience. With its 
chairs and stools and lamp fixtures, and walls 
graced with art by Shannon Doyle, the decor 
does in fact remind me of my grandmother’s 
den which is home to all sorts of things that 
can only come together with time. 

Well, grandma’s place was hopping on 
February 1”. 

“The response from the gay community was 
overwhelming,” says Greg, who along with 
Marie, helps Dallas run Jazzberrys. “We 
opened at nine in the morning, our first 
customers came in at 9:15, and we were still 
serving until midnight.” 

“We didn’t hire enough staff ,” adds Dallas. 
“And it was chaos. Where’s the sugar, that sort 
of thing.” By evening they were on the phone 


desperately dialing for help. 

“We tried to get a hold of everyone who sent 
us a resume!” 

Remarkably, such success came with almost 
no planning. (“We are the least planning people I 
know,” says Dallas.) 

“I was upstairs talking to Pat and Jim (of 
Buddy’s),” explains Greg. “They just asked me, 
would you be interested in taking over the place? 
I thought, why note”” 

Was it as simple as that? “Well, no,” says 
Dallas. “I had just spent eight to 10 hours a day 
for a solid week preparing finger food for 600 
people. I was exhausted. When Jim suggested we 
take over Buddy’s, I said, ‘No way.’ Let’s just say 
his timing was bad.” 

Dallas changed her mind, but more exhaustion 
was to follow. A new kitchen had to be built 
which meant new plumbing and electrical 
installations and knocking out a couple of walls, 
all in five short days. But on opening day, 
Jazzberrys was ready with a menu that offers 
breakfast food, cold and hot sandwiches and hot 
meals like chili and lasagne. 

“And of course, the baked goods,” adds 
Dallas. “Everything revolves around dessert.” 

It doesn’t revolve around sexual orientation. 
Dallas and Greg want to quell any rumours about 
Jazzberrys being a lesbian-only place. “We want 
everyone to feel comfortable here,” explains 
Greg. “We are open to the entire community.” 

“I want Jazzberrys to be a good place to relax 
and enjoy yourself,” adds Dallas. “If you want to 
hold hands with your girlfriend, you can. But the 
main thing is I want people to enjoy the food.” 

Jazzberrys Too Cafe, 10116 124 
St., is open 10 am to midnight 
Monday through Saturday and 10 
AM to 11 pm Sundays. 
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HONEYPOT HOROSCOPE: 


ARIES: You're more prone to spring fever 
than most. Think with your head, not your 
heart—or anything lower—this month. 

TAURUS: April showers bring a butch 
with a gift of flowers for you. Give her a 
chance; she’s not as tough as you think. 

GEMINI: What seemed hopeless a year 
ago is turning around. Relax and everything 
will fall into place... including your vibrator. 

CANCER: You’ve got a song in your heart 
and a spring in your step. Watch out for 
puddles. And poodles. 

LEO: You were bor to shop. It’s time to 
treat yourself to something new and naughty... 
try getting in touch with your savage side. 

VIRGO: A good friend is counting on you; 
so is your lover. Don’t keep either of them 
waiting. Buy extra KY this month. 

LIBRA: Go ahead, ask her out; you know 
you want to. If she says no, don’t despair—t 
means you get to stay home Friday night and 
watch The X-Fiks. 

SCORPIO: Water sports are in your 
future. You’re a magnet for wet women. Don’t 
forget your lifejacket. 

SAGITTARIUS: Spice up your life; 
everything’s coming up Rosemary. A liberal 
sprinkling of Parsley and Sage will guarantee 
you have a good Thyme. 

CAPRICORN: If yOHye been meaning to 
tell her something, now’s the time. Wear blue 
on the 16”, Try not to feel blue on the 21”. 

AQUARIUS: A special delivery is on its 
way to you from a distant land. Don’t be 
alarmed—she won’t bite. 

PISCES: It’s time to make good on that 
New Year’s fitness resolution. Go run around 
the block... the girl is out there. 


Orlando Books 


Aso featuring COrl Brewster 


City Media Club 
Friday, April 4, 8 p.m. 


Advance tickets $11 ($13 at the door) 
Available at Orlando Books, 
10640 Whyte Ave, 432-7633 
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SAPPHO-TV 


Dyke Television Listings 
By Laure 

The Ex-Files: Scully’s plans 
for a hot date with a real fox 
are scuttled when her old 
girlfriend shows up unexpectedly 
and starts talking reconciliation. 

The Flintstones: Wilma and 
Betty get fed up with their neanderthal 
husbands and discover the true meaning of the 
phrase “love thy neighbour.”’ You'll have a gay 
ol time... 

Homo Improvement: Appliance 
repairperson extraordinaire Tina (don’t call me 
Tim) Taylor teams up with a flannel-shirted 
handywomon named Ali for a half-hour of fix-it 
tips and maintenance advice for your creaky old 
house—and your creaky old relationship. Duct 
tape not required. 

Dallas: DR chases all the boys out of 
Southfork and gets into the restaurant/catering 
business. Bobby gets a job as a dishwasher; Pam 
runs off with the mailwoman. Miss Ellie and 
Sue Ellen sign up for an Olivia Cruise. 

Darkwing Dyke: Madame Mallard’s 
macabre world of animated S&M adventures. 
Kinky cartoons for the unconventional. 

Mandy of Gayberry: Sheriff Mandy catches 
Barney Fife using the jail cell for playing 
bondage games with Floyd the barber; Opie’s 
earmarked for a lifetime of therapy after 
showing up at school in Aunt Bea’s best dress 
and pumps. 

Upstairs, Downstairs: It’s business as usual 
at the House of Celibacy as Lynn moves out of 
the basement and Amy Lee gets a new 
roommate; Marcie moves out of the loft and 
Amy Lee gets a new cat; Deanna moves out of 


the garage and Amy Lee gets a new truck; Tracy 
moves in and Amy Lee gets a new Website; 
Laurie moves in and Amy Lee gets a reality 
check. (Spinoff from Three’s Company.) 
Mad About Shoe: Jamie and Paul 
fight over whether to wear Birks or 

Docs to Lisa’s party. The joke’s on 

them when they both show up in 

combat boots ... only to discover it’s 
a sock hop. 

The Odd Couple: It’s the battle of the Butch 
Housekeepers From Hell as Alice gets fired by 
the Brady Bunch and moves in with her old pal, 
Hazel. 

I Love Lucy: Ethel and Lucy get fired from 
their jobs at the candy factory when their boss 
catches them licking chocolate off each other. 

Dysfunctional Family Theatre: The Crime 
of Miss Jean Brodie. A phys-ed teacher sleeps 
her way through the girls’ field hockey team at a 
British boarding school. Two Moons. 

Georgie Girl. It’s one lesbo laugh after 
another as Nancy Drew’s tomboyish sidekick 
George (Kristy MacNicol) finally gets a turn in 
the spotlight, rescuing her accident-prone femme 
Bess (Chastity Bono) from countless 
misadventures. Special appearance by Martina 
Navratilova as the coach. FouR MOONS. 

Glare of the Moon. The hunt is on for the 
garlic when a group of vampire dykes crashes a 
lesbian writers’ retreat full of Katherine Forrest 
wanna-bes. (Not suitable for children.) '/ Moon. 

Sappho’s Island. Daria rents a boat and 
invites her fishin’ buddies Max, Ely, Kia and the 
flavour of the week out on a three-hour tour. But 
the weather starts getting rough, the tiny ship 
gets tossed ... and the grrrls wash up on the 
shores of an enchanted lesbo isle, where they 
encounter a tribe of Amazons and live happily 
ever after. FOUR MOONS. 
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The Greater Edmonton 


ee wn ed Ah 


; Pride Pages 


7 : 
| ¥ peal § 
. The business and resource directory for DARTS 6 ROOM 


7 Lesbigays and their friends in the Edmonton and ALIAS 
surrounding area. aid al ACK) 
Make sure your business or organization is f 
; included in the 1997 - 98 edition! | ULA |) EVE 
. Don't miss out - contact us at: Q [ (e 
. "P.O, Box 12091, Main Post Office EUCHRE & CRIB TOURNY 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
| GAY & LESBIAN DART LEAGUE 
4 E-mail: harris@planet.eon.net s ; 
3 Tel: 988-3932 


} Vv 


4 9 9 7 9 8 Upstairs 10306112 st 429-1234 


Jue. Lio Are you looking fora 


: te soulmate? 
Barrister & Solicitor 
Single Search is Alberta and 


Saskatchewan’s Internet 


512, 10117 Jasper Avenue Matchmaking Service. 
Edmonton, Alberta TJ 1W8 Our exclusive software matches 350 persona 
Telephone 424-2332 Fax 424-2526 characteristics for compatibility. Our client 
base includes gay, bisexual and heterosexua 
U. b i e d| singles. Meet new singles for friendship and 
roan rin romance. Telephone or e-mail us for more 
: : information. 
Specialty ‘wy < ae 
fed era oe ( Ni Single Search (AB/SK) Ltd. 
pee? ART D e-mail: wematch@cadvision.com 
and Gilts ay Toll free: 1-888-wematch (936-2824) 


Calgary local: (403) 242-3662 
Access to the Internet not required 


10124-124 Street — Phone 413-9609 
Free I -arking at Rear 
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i: Womonspace Dance 
Saturday, April 19 aE 
at Hazeldean Hall x 


9630-66 Avenue ae 


8 p.m. to 1 AM. — 
ay MUSIC BY D.J. ANNIE a 


ot AvMISSION $5 MEMBERS; $8 NON-MEMBERS 


$2 Drink Specials before 9 p.m. 
Hourly $1 Shooter Specials 


r 


WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
Confidentiality Assured 


NAME(S) : 
ADDRESS Chix ( 

POSTAL. CODE PHONE 
12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) | 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 
4 


New Member) Renewal] I would like to be a volunteer Yes) Nol 
Please mail my newsletter to my home [) 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events{|] ‘Total enclosed $ 


ee ee ee ee. 


